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A Newsletter from the Office of the Associate Heads of School

The SLES Soccer team beat Winston in the first round of playoffs then
gave Montessori School of San Antonio a good run in the second round.

A team volleyball girls beat The Geneva School in the first round of playoffs
and played strong against Concordia Lutheran.

Both Soccer and Volleyball finished their seasons strong.

WAY TO GO TIGERS!

Help Your Child Succeed in School
Once a week, set aside a quiet time when the whole family sits together in the same
room and reads. Make reading the focus of the evening for everyone. For yourself,
choose something that you'll enjoy reading. If you find that you're not enjoying a book,
choose another. Seeing you read for pleasure will encourage your child to read for
pleasure. If your child is reading longer chapter books, you may want to read your
own copy of the book. Then you'll be able to discuss the book together. Relax and
enjoy your "book chat". From Help Your Child Succeed in School-Simple Strategies
for Parents

REMINDER:
Admission open house tomorrow from 8:50-11:00. All interested in admission
into St. Luke's are urged to attend. The program will begin in Parish Hall.

Child Safety First:
If you would like for your child to be picked up at afternoon carpool by someone other
than yourself, you must contact the office in writing or by e-mail. We will see to it that
teachers receive the necessary information. Teachers are not permitted to put a child
in the car of someone other than a parent unless the School Office has received
official notification from the parent. You may contact Nancy Harwell, Associate Head
of School for PK3-4th with any questions or concerns.



Spring Break Trip to Spain
MADRID, SEVILLE, GRANADA, THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR AND MUCH MORE!
Eight cities in all! There is still space available for the Spring Break Spain trip,
although there is not much time left. If interested, students or parents, please contact
the group coordinator, Terry Jo Gough, at tgough@sles-sa.org.

Community Service
Student Voice Supports Charities
On November 10th, the Student Voice is sponsoring a fundraiser, "Camo for the
Cause". For a fee of $1.00, students may wear camouflage or any military item of
clothing, as a salute to our Armed Forces. The money raised will be donated to a
military-connected charitable organization.

Congratulations to all who took The H2O Challenge! During
chapel on Friday, students who participated in the Challenge
brought their money up to the front and placed it in a water
bucket. It was amazing to see so many kids choosing to help
make a difference in the lives of children who desperately need
it. So far, $1,401.95 has been collected to help build a water well

for kids in a less fortunate country so that they will no longer get sick from drinking
dirty water. It’s not too late to turn in your money or to make a donation. All money can
be turned in to Margay in the Middle School office. A big “thank you” to all who took
the challenge – know that you are making a difference in someone’s life!

Tree of Life Children's Village - Sixth grade students will be raising money to buy
American Girl Dolls for orphan girls living in the Tree of Life Children's Village in
Zambia, Africa. Currently, there are approximately 45 girls sharing only 4 dolls. This
ministry supporting this orphanage is Family Legacy Missions International. You can
learn more about their ministry by going to legacymissions.org . Students will be
having monthly bake sales, the first Tuesday of each month, beginning Dec. 8th.

Fifth Grade Celebration Chapel
Friday we will be honoring our fifth grade students, teachers, and parents. All fifth
grade families and friends are extended a special invitation for the Chapel service on
Friday, November 6th beginning at 9:00 a.m. Look for reserved signs for seating for
our special fourth grade guests and students. Fifth grade students will be performing.

Dance Footnotes
Ms. Gorman, our Dance Director, is planning a dance program field trip in December
to attend the North East School of the Arts (NESA) Stepping into the Holidays dance
production. This annual NESA dance production is a showcase for some of the most
talented high school dance students in San Antonio. It is San Antonio’s answer to the
Fame movie and a delightful way to get into the Christmas spirit. As a Fine Arts
satellite school located on the campus of Lee High School, all of the auditioned
attendees plan to become either professional dancers or pursue dance education
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careers. The students who are attending the field trip will meet in the south
parking lot on Sunday, December 6 at 1:00 p.m. We will board the bus at 1:15
p.m. All student are to be promptly picked up in the south parking lot at 5:15
p.m. Please be on time.

The production runs from Friday December 4 through Sunday December 6.
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. with 2:30 p.m. matinees on Saturday and Sunday. The
SLES dancers will attend the Sunday afternoon performance.

Hip-Hop dance class will be cancelled on Wednesday, November 11. Mr. Tino Valle,
Hip-Hop dance instructor, will be at a performance rehearsal. On Wednesday,
November 18, both classes will be combined for a two-hour session from 3:30-5:30
p.m.

Middle School Parent Conference Begin October 28th - Nov. 13th
Call or e-mail Margay Stilling (826-0664 or mstillings@sles-sa.org) to schedule your
conference with your homeroom teachers. Fifth grade students will meet with Mrs.
Clark and Mrs. Grimes, Sixth grade students will meet with Ms. Howell and Mr. Owen.
Each seventh and eighth grade student will lead their parent conference for each of
the classes that meet five days out of the week with their homeroom teacher.

Kindergarten Students and Dads Meet in Pow Wow!
Kindergarten Dad's Night will be held on Monday, Nov. 9th in the Parish Hall from
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. This year's event is a Pow Wow! The dads and their children will be
putting finishing touches on the students' Native American costumes which will be
worn during the SLES annual Thanksgiving performance and feast.

From the Library:
Dear Bluebonnet Readers in Grades 3-6! Did you enjoy the Camp Bluebonnet DVD
that introduced the 2009-2010 Master List with Chase Huggins and Julia Collins?
Would you like to be in this year’s video The Bluebonnet Detective Agency: The
Case of the Missing Medallion? Pick up an application packet from the St. Luke's
Library. Submit the application form along with your audition on a DVD, PC
Compatible CD, or YouTube URL and bring to or mail to: Felice Feldman, Castle
Hills Elementary School, 200 Lemonwood Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS NOVEMBER 13, 2009.

For your audition you may do a recitation, talk about a favorite Bluebonnet book of
the past, or showcase a talent. Please limit time to only 3 minutes. BE SURE TO
INTRODUCE YOURSELF AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESENTATION.
A committee will review the applications and call back the finalists for an interview
and final audition in December.



The video will be filmed SATURDAY January 9, 2010 and rehearsals will be
held January 4, 5, and 7. Cast members will receive their script prior to Winter
Vacation.

Calling all Veterans
We will be having a "Salute to the
Heroes" special service for Veterans'
Day on November 11th. We are
hoping to honor veterans with ties to
our St. Luke's family. For the
convenience of attendees, we will
start chapel at 8:15 that morning. St.
Luke's would love to send a special
invitation to those veterans if we have
the addresses. Please call Margay
Stillings in our middle school at
826-0664 or email at mstillings@sles-sa.org with that information. Any pictures you
would like to share with the student body can also be dropped off with Ms. Margay.
Please write on the back of the photo the name of the person and to whom we
should return the photo. Our National Honor Society would like to display the
pictures in our hallways.

Chatter from Chess

Chess Teaches Grammar?
Germany's primary schools use chess to build language and math skills.
This summer instead of going on holidays, a group of researchers from the
University of Trier in Rhineland-Palatinate, studied the experimental introduction
of chess in elementary school for the new academic year. The results show that 6
year-old children who have begun to learn how to play chess learn more easily, not
only math but also German grammar. In other words researchers proved
that children who play chess are doing better during all the years of the primary
school. For this reason chess is now considered as an established educational
method in Germany’s primary schools. Chess helps children develop logic and
represents a great workout for their brains; chess can also be useful to facilitate
the integration of foreign scholars (more than eight million students in Germany are
immigrants or children of immigrants).This new method of
using chess to improve students’ performances in traditional disciplines like
grammar and math is now used in all the primary schools of the Germany. The
biggest problems for the teachers was when children learned how to play chess and
started to beat them. We must say that this clear evidence of how the pupils can
overcome their masters. I don’t know if you live in Germany or not; the fact is that
scientific evidences shows that chess is a great educational game and can
help children to develop not only math capabilities, but also grammar and literacy
skills. From the Games for Educators Newsletter
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Food Drive
Girl Scout Troop #543 (3rd grade) will soon be earning the “Eat Right, Stay Healthy”
patch. In conjunction with this project the Troop is inviting the St. Luke’s community to
support a food drive. Between October 20 and November 9, please bring food staples
(canned fruits, canned vegetables, tuna, peanut butter, cereal, etc.) to collection bins
in the crossing. On November 9, the Brownies will earn their patches and then deliver
all of the collected food to SAMM’s Transitional Living and Learning Center (TLLC) on
Blanco Road. The TLLC is a residential facility for up to 40 homeless families with
minor children who show a commitment to gaining self-sufficiency.

Thank you for support as the Girl Scouts reach out to the community and live out the
St. Luke’s mission of “service to others”. Questions? Contact Sharon Noble
(826-1847) or Jill Vassar (804-2380).

Athletic News
The SLES Athletic Council meeting, will be held in the Church's large conference

room at 8 a.m. The Council would like all parents to know that if they are interested in
participating in the council, volunteering to help with or coordinate an event, have
specific sports knowledge that could be valuable to the council or are just simply
interested in SLES sports, all are welcome. It is a great meeting to attend to gain
insight into our schools' sports teams, school coaches and event and game
schedules.

Quantum Teaching:
Imagine a classroom where you hear the hum of focused, interested, participating
students. Notice hands raised in anticipation , bodies leaning forward full of curiosity,
and acts of celebration. Hear the joy of insights shared and the warmth of
encouraging words. Glance around at a place that speaks of learning and exploration.
Look into the eyes of students and feel the influence the teacher in this awesome

classroom has in the lives of the students. This is a Quantum Teaching classroom.
Quantum Teaching shows teachers how to be better teachers by artfully and

purposefully facilitating learning regardless of what subject matter they teach. All
SLES teachers have been trained in the strategies of Quantum Teaching. This past
summer teachers attended a twenty hour workshop conducted by Alamo Heights
behavior specialist, Dan St. Romain. This year four follow up meetings on the
strategies of Quantum Teaching are being presented by Mr. St. Romain.

Now Online:
The meeting summary from the October 13th Board of Trustees meeting is now
available on the SLES website, www.sles-sa.org. Click on About SLES, Board of
Trustees, Meeting Calendar and select the link for the October 13th meeting
summary.



LOOKING AHEAD:
Nov. 5th - Admission Open House 9-11 am in the Parish Hall
Nov. 6th - 5th Grade Celebration Chapel
Nov. 10th - Pay $1 to dress in Camo
Nov. 11th - Veterans Day chapel at 8:15 am
Nov. 12th - Junior Diabetis Research Foundation - 1 mile walk in Olmos Park @ 3:30 pm
Nov. 13th - 6th Grade Celebration Chapel

Learning the Art of Life
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